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Hoſe rhar have any belief or regard 
of Religton, believe too, that 'ris 
the moſt weighty and ſerious of 


Things; becauſe therein the Glo- 
ry and Honour of GOD, and the Salvarion of 
Sou's, are concerned, Accordingly there 
are very few, if any atall, who make the 
leaſt doubr, thar *cis of very high Concern- 
ment to be of the Right Faith : and by how 
much rhe controverted Point of Faith, does 
more apparently and nearly relate to the Glo- 
ry of GOD; by ſo much does every Per- 
ſuaſion or Se, and every particular Man 
think himſelf intereſſed, to be truly inform- 
ed about it. Bur as this is ſo, ir may he ob- 
ſerved alſo, that any Belief or Dodrine 
which has been long received, gains ſuch a 
Reputation, and Authority over the Minds of 
moſt Men, that they count it an Impiety, 
and ar beſt an AﬀeRarion of Novelty ; to 
call over and examine again the Grounds, 
on which ir was received at firſt, as ſuch an 
Indubicable and Sacred Truth. This fatal 
Error makes ſome Men fly from, and abhor 
Information about ſuch Articles of their 
Faith : ſo that having once imbibed one 
ſuch Error, they reſolvedly live and die in 
ir. Let us therefore conſider in this place, 
whether a free and ſincere Inquiry into the 
Particulars of that Religion, which we were 
raught before we were well capable of judg- 
ing, be nut every one's Duty and Wiſdom, 
as a Nan, as a Chriſtian, and as a Pro- 
reſtant ? ' 

1 may ſay, That this 15 one of thoſe 
Doubts, whereof the very putring of ir, in 
proper and apt Words, 15s to reſolve it, 


An Exbortation to a free and impartial Enqui- 
ry into the Doftrines of Religion. 


For can any thing be mor2 becoming of a 
Man, more —_ to the Dignity, or 
more apparently che Duty of our Rational 
Natures, than in our adulr, advanced, and 
capable Years to Lclicve, not becauſe we 
have been thus taughr, bur becauſe upon 
review and after trial, we are ſatisfied ? 
Of all rhe Uſes for which our Reaſon was 


deſigned, this without peradventure was the: 


principal 3 to make uſe of. it chiefly and 

moſt of all, in Cauſes and Queſtions re- 

lating to the Erernal World, and to our 

Hopes and Intereſts therein z that is (as c- 

very . one will confeſs) in the Cauſes and 

Queſtions of Faich and Religion. How can 
I expe& that World, at the hands of GOD 3 
if whar I believe concerning him, or what 
I practiſe rowards him, is only by hearſay 
or hap of Education, and in no degree by 
my own Diſquiſition, Obſervation or In- 
duſtry ?, He, before whom ave all our ways, will 
Judge both us and them, becauſe they were 
the ARions of rational and free Creatures 3 
if either we were not Rationa! or were not 
Free, He would not regard what we beliey'd 
or what we did ; bur being both theſe, our 
Reward from him will be in exa& proportion 
tro the uſe we have made of our Reaſon and 
of our Liberty. Therefore he (or ſhe) thac 
has made no uſe of his Reaſon, but abandon'd 
himſelf to the uncertain chance of Educatior, 
or the religion of the Times and Laws, which 
vary with every Age and every Country : 
ſuch Perſon (none I think can doubt) will 
at laſt be judged to be that idle and unprofica- 
ble Servant, who hid his Talent in a Napkin, 
and pur not to uſe his Lord's Money :* what 
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the reward of every ſuch Servant ſhall be, our 
Saviour has told us at Mat. 25. 30. | 
I am ſenſible however, that *ris a cercain 
Modeſty and Diffidence of themſelves, thar 
makes ſome ſo cautious of Beliefs or 
Dorines, new to them, They think them- 
ſelves not qualified ro make a ſure Judgment 3 
and therefore that by ſuch freedom of Inqui- 
ry (as Lam perſuading) they do bur hazard 
the exchanging an Opinion, recommended 
to them by the Providence of their Educatt- 
on, and by the ſweerneſs and fafery that chere 
is in Unity and Peace, for an Opinion that wil) 
(perhaps) bring perpetual Diſquiets, borh 
into their Mind and [1ife; and after all, they 
cannot be certain rhar 'ris true 3 {1nce they 
are nor perſe&ly qualified, to judge of all Al- 
legations for and agzinſt it. I confeſs this 
wereto the purpoſe; if God or Reaſon re- 
quired of us-an infallible Judgment, or an 
abſolure Certainty within our ſelves; bur 
theſe two belong ro GOD alone, neither Men 
nor Argels can pretend to cither of them. 
But becauſe only GOD is infallible, and has 
abſolure certainty within himſelf, muſt Men 
or may Men believe all that has been raughc 
them, wichour making ſuch trial as their Le1- 
ſure and their Abilities, wharever they be, 
ſerve them to make? Whar if our Ab1licies or 
Qualifications are not great, nay are ſmall ; 
the Servant who had bur one Talent intruſted 
to his management, was required to uſe that 
one Talent, no Icfs than he who had five, and 
was punifh'd for not doing it : Nor is Truch 
entailed on rhe Learned and the Wiſe, for 
we ſee rhat many ſuch are found in the moſt 
contrary Opinions 3 but *ris (partly) a 
natural cf of, and (partly) rhe Gitr of 
GOD upon, only a ſincere, free and imparcial 
Inquiry. Truth, eſpecially rcligious Troth, 
is nct fo far from any of us, that the moſt 
Modeſt need to diſiru rheir Sufficiency to 
enquire after it, and to find ir out; if it 
were, it would nor be required of any bur 
the Learned and Wiſe to be cf any Perſua- 
fion avour Points thatare diſputed among the 
Learned ; And if fo, none but Learned Men, 
--aenc but ſuch as' can judge of all Allegations 
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for and againſt the controverted Dotyines, might 
be eirher. Papiſts or Proteſtants, eicher Cal» 
viniſts or Remonſtravts, either Trinitarians 
or Unicarians. All will confeſs this ro be 
abſurd, bur ir clearly follows, that whatever 
my Abilities or Qualifications are, I muſt 
uſe them : If chey be ſmall, all my Errors 
will be pardonable, except thoſe that I rook 
up on meer truſt, without examining ar all 


- the Grounds of them ; thar is, the Errors 


imbibed meerly from Education, from my 
Intereſts, Reverence of particular Men, from 
che Times or che Laws : Such Errors will noc 
be pardoned, becauſe they were wholly our 
faulr:; we would not hear any thing againſt 
them, nor judge as well as we could (and 
more is not our Dury) concerning them. 
As for our Peace and Eaſe, the other part of 
the Objection 3 We know not God, nor be- 
lieve that (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) He i a 
Rewaraer pe ſuch as diligently ſeeb him, if we 
prefer che intire Repoſe and Securiry of this 
Momentary Life, to the truc Knowledg of Hin 
and of his Will, | 

Well, bur may I not take it for a ſufficient 
Proof of my Faith, and a ſufficient Anſwer 
to ail O:jeRions againſt ir, char ſo many 
moſt Learned and Pious Men aflerr and de- 
fend ir, aganiſt (perhaps) a few and obſcure 
Perſons, of no reputation ( that I know of) 
for either? Is ir not 4 rational Prejudice a- 
gainſt ſuch and cheir DoArines 3 rhar there is 
notiing fo abſurd and impious, which Af- 
tc&ers of Singularicy and Novelcy, do nor 
every day advance, and thar I ſee ſuch as 
are moſt deſervedly eſteemed for Sobriery, 
Gravity, Sagacity, Experience, Leariing and 
Probity, apd all' other Qualifications, do in 
the moſt ſerious and earneſt Manner declare 
againſt chem ? Whar if chey are obſtinate 
and unreclamable ; Whimſy and AﬀeRation 
are betrer and ſooner cured, by Phyfick or 
Puniſhm«nc, than by Argument, Thus they 
are apt to argue, who would be eſteemed 
Prudent, while they are only Lazy and Co- 
wardly, They prerend the Learning and 
Piery of ochers, as an exculc for a blind or 
implicit Faith in what they have been taughc 
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by ſome ſuch. Do they not perhaps know, 
ther-no Set whatever, can boaſt of ſuch 
Learned and Good Men, bur tht all orher 
SeRs have as Learned and Good? Learning 
is an Help both to diſcover and to defend 
Truth ; but only Fr:edon and S71:001ty are fic 
tobe intirely truſted jn chat Search, The 
Learned (if you ſpeak of ſuch as are Pricſts 
or Miniſters, or Beneficed Men) have ſuch a 
Byaſs given to their Minds, by the awe of 
cheir Superiors, to whom they are accoun- 
table, by Fears of deprivation, 1n caſe of 
profeſſed Heterodoxy, by their Subſcriptions 
(before they were able to judg) to the Arri- 
cles of their ſeveral Churches ; that ir may 
be ſaid, their Learning gives no Authority ro 
their Opinions : 'ris plain enough, char their 
Opinions are ſuch, as the Conditions and 
Terms of Preferment (appointed by the 
Laws of the Countrey) do require of them ; 
except when a Party is grown powerful c- 
nough to deſpiſe or to evade the Laws, 
The Learned Men of Ita/y, and in all che Do- 
minions of Spain, are zcalous and thorow 
Roman Catholicks 3 rhoſe of France are Ro- 
man C:rholicks, but wich a reſerve co the Li- 
bercies ot the Gallican Church, and the Re- 
galiries of rhe French Crown; in one Half of 
Germany, the Learned Men are Cath. licks, in 
the other Half they are Reformed ; the Lear- 
ned Mcn of Denmark and Sweedlznd are Luthe- 
rans, the Learned inthe Alps are Calviniſts ; 
of the Learned Men in England, ſome follow 
the Reformation by Arch-blihop Cranmer, and 
ocher Compilers of che Commen Praver, 0- 
thers follow thoſe thar ſerilcd firſt ar Frant- 
ford, afterwards at Geneva. Does nor this dit- 
ference plainly ſhow us, rhar 1c 15 nor ; carniny, 
bur Sincerity and Freedom char qualities Men, to 
judge of the DoArines of Religion? ter cheir 
Supericurs leave the Learned ro a true Free- 
dom ; that there may be no Forfeicure incur- 
red by every Man's profeſhng as he thinks, 
and tcn 1 will allow, that Learned Menare 
valua"le Inſtruments rowards the diſcovering 
and alſerring of Truth. Eur while rhey are 
ſhackled by early Subſcriptions, hopes of 
Preferaient, fears of Puniſhment, and the 
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like Reſtraints, they are fircer ro ſupport ' 


che Kingdom of Darkneſs and Error, than to 
revive the true Light and genuine Goſpel of 
our Lord Chriſt, Bur if. ſtill che regard of 
Learning be ſo great with any Perſon, thar he 
intircly ſurrenders up his Judgment to the 
DiRares of ſuch Men : I may tell fach an one, 
chac che Unitarians have a particular Repu- 
ration, as moſl skilful in char which is che pro» 
per Learning of Divin=s, the ſacret Criticiſm z 
and are calk'd of by their Adverſaries, as a 
forr of ſubcle, rational, and diſcerning Men : 
Particular Authors among them, Eraſmus, 
Grotius, Epijcopins, Curcellers, Crellius, Ruaris, 
Chillingworth, all of chem known Unirarians, 
are by all granced to be in theficſt rank o 
Learned Men, | 
Bur what, was the Goſpel of our Dear Savi- 
our written tothe Learned and che Wiſe, ro 
chem only, or co chem principally ? 0 Father, 
Lord of Hearte1 and Earth? thou haſt bid theje 
things from the Wiſe and Prudent, and haſt re- 
vealed them uito Babes, Mat. 11. 26. Wye is 
the Wiſe, where is the Scribe, where is the Diſputey 
of this World 2 —— Setting the W rid by Wij4om 
(4. e. by Learning) bnew not God, it pleaſed 
Gol b; the foliſh:eſs of Preaching to ſaue them that 
believe. See your Calling, Br:thren, how not 
many Wiſe (i.e. Learned) Men after the Fleh, 
at called. —— But God bath choſen the fooliſh 
things of the World, to confound the Wiſe ; and Go 
hth choſen the weab things of the World, to confound 
the thigs which ave mighty; and baſe things of the 
World, and things which are deſyiſed, bath God 
c:oſen , yea, and things which are not, th brinz to 
nougnt things which ave ;, that n3 Fleſh might glory 
t: bzs Preſence, 1 Cor. 1. 20, 26, 27, 28, The. 
former of theſe Texts is ſpoken by our Savi- 
onr himſelf, the other are the Words of that 
Apoſtle, who was the only Learned Man cho- 
ſen co be an Apoſtle. They are a Demonſtra- 
tion, thar che Trurhs of che Chriſtian Religi- 
on, are adapted and levelled ro che meaneit 
Capacities, and that an arr gant or prejudi- 
ced Learning and Wiſdom, do more com- 
monly overſee thoſe Truths than imbrace 
them. When St. Paul ſaith, 1 Theff. 5. x1. 
Proc all things, ko'd faſt that which is good+ 
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does he not plainly recommend to the Church 
of the Theſſalonians (ſee chap. 1. 1.) and not 
only to the Learned among them, that free 
and fncere Inquiry, of which I am ſpeaking ? 
When he commends the Jews of Berea, as 
more Noble than thoſe of Thifſulorica;, becauſe 
they ſearched the Scriptures daily, whither thoſe 
* things (i.e, the New DoRtines taught by St. 
Paul) wire jo, Ats 17. 11. he has thereby 
given to all free Inquirers, the CharaQter of 
Nob!e, and pronounced all otliers to be baſe, 
ungenerous, ignoble, vile. 

This is ſome part of what the Holy Scrip- 
tures ſay about this Marter, The truth 1s, 
they are ſoclear and expreſs in the caſe, thar 
rhe firſt Reformers, and after them the Pro- 
reſtants of all Denominations ard Sets, where- 
ever they argue againſt the Papiſts,lay ir down 
as 4 Principle; that none are to folloiv their 
Teachers, with an implicir or blind Faith, 
Every one, ſay th&y, is to uſe his own proper 


Fudgment of Diſcretion; the Goſpel being plain 
and eaſy in all neceſſary Points both of Faith 
ind Manners; there is noneed of great Abili- - 
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ties, or of Learning, bur only of Sincericy and 
a free unprejudiced Mind, to judge cruly and 
to chooſe ſafely. This (all know) 15 the 
common Princivle of all Proceſtanrs, and che 
very Ground or Founda:ion of the Refurma- 
tion 3 take away this, and we muſt neceſſarily 
return again ro Rome, arid to the Diftares of 
Holy Morher-Church. 


From all cheſe Premiſes, I hope I may ſe- 
curely infer and conclude ; that to prove all 
tings, to try the Spirits, to ſearch the Scriptures, 
is our Wiſdom as Men, our Duty as Chriſtians, 
our Principle and Profeſſion as Proteſlants 3 
and that 'cis to un-man our felves, to apoſta- 
tize from Chriſtianity, and to renounce the 
Reformation 3 if any be'fo impious, ſo diffi- 
dent, or ſo ſluggiſh, as to belteve withour 
Proving, to imbrace without Tiying, to ac- 
quieſce wichour ſearching. Reader, I commend 
thee to GOD, and to the Word of bis Grace, which 
3s able to build thee up, and to givt thee 21 Inheri- 
tance among all them which are ſanftified, As 
20,52, 


April 1. 1621. 


